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Michael Barkun is Professor of Political
Science in the Maxwell School of Syracuse
University. He holds a PhD. from Northwest-
ern University. In 1970—71 he was a Ford
Foundation Faculty Fellow in Political Science
and in 1974—75 a Senior Fellow, National
Endowment for the Humanities. He is the
author of Disaster and the Millennium (Yale
University Press, 1974) and numerous works
on the international legal process. Barkun’s
current research concentrates on changing
patterns of disaster and millenarianism in
England and America since the eighteenth
century.

Sue Blanshan is an Assistant Professor in
the Department of Sociology at Wittenberg
University, Springfield, Ohio, 45501. Besides
having a continuing research interest in the
handling of the dead in disasters, she has done
research on the functioning of hospitals in
mass emergencies and has most recently con-
tributed a chapter appearing in the forthcom-
ing volume, Disasters: Theory and Research.

William A. Mitchell is an Associate Professor
of Geography at the United States Air Force

Academy. As a Middle East specialist, he has
done extensive field research on Turkish earth-
quake disasters. He is presently involved in
studies on socio-economic adaptation in
Turkish earthquake zones. He has lived in
Turkey for about four years and was educated
at the University of California, Los Angeles and
at the University of Illinois.

Robert Stallings is at the Center for Public
Affairs and is on the staff of the Institute for
Disaster Preparedness at the University of
Southern California, Los Angeles, U.S.A. He
has done extensive research on a variety of
topics from crisis management to warning
systems to hospital problems in emergencies,
and is presently concerned with overall prob-
lems of disaster planning and implementation.

Joseph D. Vinso is Assistant Professor of
Finance, The Wharton School, University of
Pennsylvania. In addition to his research into
the financial impact of natural disasters,
including the development of the financial
sector for the Flood Model at the University
of Pennsylvania, he has been actively engaged
in research into capital markets and the finan-
cial management of corporations.



