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Kitao Abe of the Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, 51-21, 4 chome Nishigahara,
Kita-ku, Tokyo, Japan, has been the initiator of
and is the major coordinator of Japanese social
and psychological studies in disasters. He has
written extensively in Japan on disasters and is
the author of two recent books, How to
Survive in Emergencies, and The Psychology of
Panic.

Thomas E. Drabek is Professor of Sociology
and chairperson of the Department of Sociology
at the University of Denver, Denver, Colorado
80210. He has been involved in disaster research
for about a dozen years and is currently con-
cluding some longitudinal studies of family
functioning after disasters.

Russell R. Dynes is a co-director of the
Disaster Research Center, Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio 43201, as well as acting chair-
person of the Department of Sociology at the
university. His book, Organized Behavior in
Disaster, is one of the few theoretical state-
ments on disasters available.

James W. Kerr is the Staff Director,
Emergency Operations Division, Defense Civil
Preparedness Agency, and is responsible for re-
search on preparedness matters affecting fire
and other public safety forces. He is also Chair-
man of IAFC Research Committee, and of the
NFPA Disaster (Hospitals) Subcommittee; a
member of the Committee of Fire Research,
National Academy of Sciences; a Fire Com-
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missioner in Fairfax County; and a Defense
Department delegate to the National Commis-
sion on Fire Prevention and Control. A retired
army officer, Kerr has degrees in chemistry and
physics and has done graduate work in
Germany. He is author of the report““Incendiar-
ism: An Overview and an Appraisal.”

William H. Key is Vice-Chancellor for
Academic Affairs at the University of Denver,
Denver, Colorado 80210. His current research
interests center around the areas of urban sociol-
ogy, demography and research methodology.

Kurt Lang is Professor of Sociology, and
Gladys Engel Lang is Professor of Communica-
tions and Sociology, and both are at the State
University of New York at Stony Brook.

E.L. Quarantelli is co-director of the Disaster
Research Center, Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio 43201 and is currently writing
a textbook on collective behavior.

George J. Warheit is Professor in both the
Department of Sociology and of Psychiatry at
the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida
32601. He has conducted extensive research in
the mental health area as well as on civil
disturbances and disasters, and is currently
heading up a major research project on com-
munity mental health assessment programs.

Stephen B. Withey is Program Director of
the Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan.



